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A Letter From the 
Executive Secretary 


1105 K Street, N.W. 
Washington 5, D. C. 
July 22, 1955 


Dear REPORTER Readers: 

We try to keep THE REPORTER as im- 
personal and objective as possible. How- 
ever, just this once I would like to send 
a word of personal greeting to all our 
REPORTER readers. You may have heard 
that I tendered my resignation to 
NSBRO on March 1, 1955, and plan to 
take up work in the headquarters office 
of the Church of the Brethren at 22 
South Street, Elgin, Illinois, beginning 
September 1. 

It has been a pleasure to “meet” our 
REPORTER readers over the past six and 
a half years. I became acquainted with a 
few of you in person. But I feel I know 
practically all of you through your con- 
tributions, requests for information, let- 
ters about specific cases, and other com- 
munications, all of which came across 
both the desks of the associate secretary 
and myself. I believe my sense of fellow- 
ship with you is characteristic of the 
oneness of spirit which exists among the 
CO community, even though it cuts across 
many religious denominations and in- 
cludes those who claim no formal religious 
affiliation. 


As this goes to press, the selection of 
a new executive secretary has not been 
announced, but the Board has named 
Edgar Metzler as Acting Executive Sec- 
retary. (See column 3 on this page.) He 
has demonstrated his capability and effi- 
ciency and will carry on ,along with our 
office workers, in the same helpful way 
which we hope has become characteristic 
of our services. 

My interest in conscientious objectors 
and world peace will continue. As I leave 

(Continued in Column 2) 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND 
CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL 
WILL MEET SEPTEMBER 22 

The NSBRO Directors and Consulta- 
tive Council will meet on Thursday, 
Sept. 22 in the Mt. Vernon Place Church 
parlor at 9th and K Sts., N.W., Wash- 
ington, D. C. All church agency leaders 
interested in conscientious objectors are 
invited to this meeting. 





(Continued from Column 1) 
NSBRO, my mind turns to the thousands 
of COs in varying situations across the 
country — and throughout the world. My 
very best wishes to them in civilian work 
as I-Ws, in the armed forces as I-A-Os, 
in prison as persons denied their claim, 
at home anxiously awaiting an appeal 
board’s decision, and in other circum- 
stances. They are making a significant 
witness in these times. 

My thanks go not only to our constitu- 
ency for their fine cooperation, but I also 
wish to thank government officials for 
their kind receptivity to contacts regard- 
ing conscientious objectors. Members of 
the White House and related staffs, mem- 
bers of practically every department and 
bureau of the executive branch of the 
government, particularly Selective Serv- 
ice, members of Senate and House com- 
mittee staffs, as well as Representatives 
and Senators themselves, have been most 
cordial. Other peace and religious agency 
workers in Washington and elsewhere 
have been very kind in advising and 
counselling with us, to say nothing of 
their financial support of our program. 

This letter would not be complete with- 
out a word of appreciation to the NSBRO 
Directors, Consultative Council represen- 
tatives, and fellow office workers, who 
have all helped make my tenure at 
NSBRO a happy memory. 

Sincerely, 


Executive Secretary 


Edgar Metzler Named 
Acting Secretary 


Edgar Metzler, Associate Secretary of 
NSBRO, will become Acting Executive 
Secretary, September 1, 1955, according 
to a recent announcement by the Chair- 
man of the Board, W. darold Row. Mr. 
Metzler will serve in that capacity until 
a@ new executive secretary has been se- 
cured. It is now believed a new executive 
secretary will be on the job by January 
1, 1956. 

Mr. Metzler is well prepared to serve 
as acting executive secretary, having 
served as associate secretary since July, 
1954. He is well established with all 
facets of the CO situation; he has served 
with insight and efficiency over the past 
year. A description of his background 
appears in the August, 1954, Reporter. 
He is a member of the Mennonite Church 
(sometimes called “Old Mennonite”) and 
has practically completed his studies at 
Goshen Seminary in preparation for the 
ministry. On May 22 of this year a sec- 
ond child, Mary Martha, was born. 


ACTING SECRETARY METZLER 
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CIRCUIT COURT UPHOLDS 


VAIL PALMER CONVICTION 

A U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals, 
according to a Religious News Service 
Report said, “a Quaker conscientious ob- 
jector may be either a prophet or a 
danger to society.” But the court upheld 
Palmer’s conviction. 

Palmer was first convicted in 1950 
for failing to register and served a year 
in prison. He was registered for the 
draft by prison authorities upon his re- 
lease. But he then refused to fill out a 
questionnaire, but answered the ques- 
tions on his own stationery. He was 
again convicted in 1953, put on proba- 
tion for three years, and fined $500. 

Palmer is a theology student. A dis- 
senting opinion noted that “Congress 
intended that divinity students and sin- 
cere conscientious objectors should be 
exempted from military service.” 





Amish Cos Receive Heavy 


- Sentences for Work Refusal 

Four Indiana Amish COs have re- 
ceived some of the most severe sentences 
ever received by Selective Service vio- 
lators. Five-year prison terms plus 
$2,000 fines were pronounced by a judge 
in Federal Court in Fort Wayne, Indi- 
ana, after the four youths had refused 
to report for I-W service after being 
ordered to work by their local boards. 
Members of Christ’s Church of the 
Golden Rule were given five years and 
$10,000 fines several years ago. 

One of the Amish men, Allen Mullet, 
Topeka, was given a suspended sentence 
and placed on probation for three years 
when he told the court he would comply 
with his draft board’s order. The others, 
who were retained in custody, are Enos 
Yoder, Ashley; Levi Lehman, Topeka; 
and Abraham Bontrager, Lagrange. 


CONGRESS PASSES 
RESERVE LAW; COs NOT 
IMMEDIATELY AFFECTED 


There is no mention of conscientious 
objectors in the military reserve bill re- 
cently passed by Congress. The bill 
finally emerged from Congress after 
much discussion in both the House and 
Senate and is considerably “weaker” 
than the measures originally demanded 
by the Pentagon. -Nevertheless, this 
move is aimed at building a 2,900,000 
man ready reserve and is another step 
in the increasing demands of the mili- 
tary establishment upon the American 
economy and personal liberties. 

’ The most important provisions of the 
compromise measure are: 

(1) Every man drafted after the en- 
actment of the measure would spend two 
years in active duty, three years in the 
ready reserves, and one year in the 
standby reserves. 

(2) A ready reservist must attend 
each year 48 weekly drills and a 17-day 
field training period, or 30 days in field 
training. Failure to do so would subject 
him to recall or to active service under 
penalty of court-martial. 

(3) The President may permit up to 
250,000 youths to join the reserves di- 
rectly if they are not yet 18% years of 
age. They would be draft free if they 
remained in the reserves until they are 28 
or complete three to six months of active 
training and eight years of reserve duty. 

Since Congess rejected the Pentagon’s 
proposal to have compulsory drafting 
into the six months training program, 
there is nothing in the measure as it now 
stands that directly affects conscientious 
objectors. However, many observers have 
pointed out that once the reserve pro- 
gram is in full operation there may be 
definite implications for conscientious 
objectors. 

With a six-year military obligation 
imposed upon every young man in the 
United States, it is quite possible that 
some will become conscientious objectors 
after they have already entered into 
some phase of their six-year obligation. 
This will occasion the problem of secur- 
ing discharge from reserve obligations 
because of conscientious objection. 

Another problem which may face COs 
after the reserve program gets in opera- 
tion, will be the public reaction to a 
situation where ex-GIs will need to 
spend three years attending weekly 
drills and summer camps while ex-I-W 
men in the same community will have no 
similar obligations. 

It also seems clear that the military 
establishment has no other goal than 

(Continued in Column 3) 





NURSES AND 
HOUSEKEEPERS NEEDED 


Word from the Delaware State Hospi- 
tal, Farnhurst, Delaware, states that 
there are severai openings in the nursing 
department and also in the housekeeping 
department at the rates of $115 and 
$100 per month, respectively, plus full 
maintenance. Applicants for positions in 
the nursing department must be clean 
shaven, but those in the housekeeping 
department may have beards. 

Interested persons, particularly I-Os 
should apply to Mr. B. Steil, Personnel 
Manager, Delaware State Hospital, 
Farnhurst, Delaware. 





DELAWARE NEEDS 
DAIRY TESTERS 


The State of Delaware will need two 
dairy testers this fall. A letter from 
Delmar J. Young, Extension Dairyman 
of the Extension Division, University of 
Delaware, states that one “CO boy” will 
be needed in October, and another one 
in November, to serve in the D. H. I. A. 
Applicants need dairy farm experience, 
must be neat and clean, have elementary 
knowledge of arithmetic, must be inter- 
ested in dairy farming and related sub- 
jects. Applicants should write to Dr. 
Delmar J. Young, University of Dela- 
ware, Newark, Delaware. 





Baltimore Sun Describes 
Crouse and Rittenhouse 
Co Services 


The July 21, Baltimore Sun, in an 
article “To Serve Others First” described 
the activities of Merle Crouse and David 
Rittenhouse in overseas I-W service, 
where they helped in the operation of a 
refugee camp in Turkey for Bulgarians 
who escaped from the behind the Iron 
Curtain. Both men are members of the 
Church of the Brethren on the “Eastern 
Shore” of Maryland. 

Copies of the article can be secured 
by sending ten cents to THE REPORTER. 





Congress — Reserves 
(Continued from Column 2) 


that of universal and compulsory mili- 
tary duty for every American young 
man. It is predicted by many that be- 
cause the compromise measure passed 
by Congress is not satisfactory to the 
Pentagon that next year there will again 
be an attempt to secure a more compre-' 
hensive and stricter military manpower 
program. 





Cos Continue to Encounter 

Difficulty in Armed Forces 

An interesting picture is presented 
by the increasing number of correspond- 
ents who write to NSBRO who are in 
the armed forces and have become con- 
scientious objectors and can no longer 
participate in the military without vio- 
lating their conscience. The following 
three cases are typical of the discourag- 
ing difficulties encountered by individu- 
als already in the armed forces whose 
religious growth leads them to the posi- 
tion where they can no longer participate 
in the military establishment. 


Army Private Released on Grounds 


of I 

After almost a year in the army this 
individual came to the sincere convic- 
tion that he could no longer comply with 
army orders. He informed his company 
commander of his decision and after the 
commander gave him a specific order, 
which was refused, the CO was sent to 
an army hospital for psychiatric exam- 
ination. While at the hospital he was 
contacted by several chaplains who at- 
tempted to dissuade him from his pacifist 
convictions. After being discharged from 
the army hospital he was called before 
a military court and witnesses appeared 
testifying as to his characteristics as a 
soldier. The CO was allowed to make a 
statement concerning his own beliefs. 
Several days later he was given his dis- 
charge papers and asked to leave the 
military post immediately. He received 
a general discharge under honorable con- 
ditions for reasons of inaptitude. 

Navy Man Finds CO Policy Determined 

by Personnel Shortage 

This young man had earlier regis- 
tered as a conscientious objector but 
later enlisted in the Navy. Several 
months after his enlistment he came to 
the conclusion that his continuing in the 
Navy would be a definite violation of his 
conscience and he immediately applied 
for discharge. After considerable delay 
the Bureau of Personnel of the Navy 
told this individual he could be trans- 
ferred to a noncombatant medical unit 
but could not be discharged. The Navy 
did not contend that the individual was 
not a sincere CO but said that inasmuch 
as there was a shortage of enlisted per- 
sonnel it must be against their policy to 
discharge such individuals. Several years 
ago, when the Navy did not experience 
a personnel shortage, it was easier for 
a CO to be discharged. 

Army Attempts to Transfer Gi 


to 1-W Work P 
The most unusual handling of a re- 


quest for discharge by an individual who 
has become a CO while in the army is 
an attempt ,still in process, by the army 


Socialists Encounter 
Difficulty Securing 
CO Classification 


One of the many COs to benefit from 
the recent Supreme Court decisions (see 
May REPORTER) was David McReynolds 
from California. McReynolds, a religious 
pacifist as well as a member of the So- 
cialist Party was arrested on January 
11, 1955, for refusing induction into the 
armed forces. According to a recent re- 
lease of the Davidson Defense Commit- 
tee, McReynolds had refused to seek 
exemption on religious grounds feeling 
that to do so would be “to cooperate 
with a grossly unfair, discriminatory 
and unconstitutional section of the draft 
law.” On April 26, 1955, the court dis- 
missed the case against McReynolds on 
motion of the government, subsequent to 
the issuance of Operations Bulletin No. 
123 which ordered local boards to re- 
process all cases of COs who had been 
denied classification they claimed. 

This is the fourth arrest within the 
last two years of members of the Social- 
ist Party, who are opposed to war. Burt 
Rosen is now in prison. Vern Davidson 
has been sentenced to three years in 
prison and is currently appealing a case. 
Don Thomas was arrested early in 1954 
but has not yet been brought to trial. 

In all four cases it was impossible to 
secure CO classifications because the de- 
fendants would not admit to a belief in 
a Supreme Being, basing their objections 
on political ,philosophical, or humani- 
tarian grounds. Further information on 
these cases may be obtained from the 
Davidson Defense Committee, 2514 Shat- 
tuck Avenue, Berkeley 4, California. 


Thomas Louis De Lime Ill 
Given Probation 


On Monday morning, July 11, Tom De 
Lime was given probation by Judge Al- 
fred E. Modarelli of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of New Jersey, 
provided that during the stipulated 
three-year period of probation Tom 
works in a mental institution to be se- 
lected and assigned to him through the 
cooperative efforts of the Probation Of- 
fice and the Selective Service System. 

De Lime was originally sentenced to 
one year in prison, making him eligible 
to apply for parole after serving four 
months. However, according to reliable 
sources, Tom prefers three years of al- 
ternative civilian service to the one-year 
prison sentence. 

De Lime had been indicted under the 
Selective Service Act for wilfully re- 
fusing to submit to induction on Febru- 
ary 13, 1953. He was tried without a 
jury in February 1954, Judge Modarelli 
presiding, and was sentenced to one year 
on June 25, 1954. Thereafter, De Lime 
appealed his case to the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit, and his 
conviction was affirmed by the Court of 
Appeals on May 26, 1955. Then, the 
counsel for De Lime filed a petition with 
the District Court that had convicted 
him, asking that the one-year sentence 
be suspended and that Tom be placed 
on probation. After a hearing on July 
11, Judge Modarelli granted the pro- 
bation. 

De Lime was not a member of any 
organized church and, because of this, 
claimed conscientious objection on philo- 
sophical grounds at the time he filed his 
C. O. questionnaire. 





to transfer the CO to the civilian work 
program. This individual had applied 
for discharge after becoming a conscien- 
tious objector after more than a year of 
army service. While the request was ini- 
tially rejected, further intervention by 
a higher echelon of command resulted 
in the proposal that if the individual 
would complete the time of his military 
obligation in the civilian work program, 
he could be discharged from the army. 
Technically, such an arrangement was 
impossible because the individual al- 
ready had over six months ’service and 
could not be picked up by Selective Serv- 
ice if discharged from the armed serv- 
ices. When this fact was discovered by 
the army, they asked the CO to sign an 
affidavit that he would enter the civilian 
work program for the remainder of his 
term of service. Negotiations in this 


case are still in process but it seems 
quite probable that this CO will be dis- 
charged and will serve the remainder of 
his time in some project approved by 
Selective Service for the employment of 
eonscientious objectors. 


In addition to examples such as those 
above, there are numerous individuals 
released from the regular service into 
the reserve forces who become conscien- 
tious objectors and desire discharge from 
their reserve obligation. Inasmuch as the 
reserve obligations have not been en- 
forced it has been almost impossible to 
secure any action on such requests. With 
the recenty passed reserve bill and the 
increased expansion of military control 
of American youth, it seems likely that 
the problems of individuals becoming 
COs after entering the armed forces will 
increase rather than decrease. 





Draft Extended Four Years; 
No Changes in CO Provisions 


The regular draft has been extended 
to July 1, 1959, and the doctors draft 
to July 1, 1957, with no changes in the 
provisions affecting conscientious ob- 
jectors. There was no serious opposition 
to the passage of the draft extension bills 
in either the House or the Senate. While 
an attempt was made by General 
Hershey to introduce changes affecting 
conscientious objectors (see July issue 
of THE REPORTER), these were not con- 
contained in the final bill. 

The only minor changes made in the 
regular draft concern the liability of 
persons who have served in active duty 
in the armed forces of nations allied with 
the United States, the service liability 
of persons who have been discharged 
from the armed forces after active serv- 
ice with less than 24 months and the 
service liability of persons enlisted in 
the National Guard. 

The only significant change in the 
doctors’ draft was the lowering of the 
age of liability from 50 to 45. 

While the question of draft extension 
will not arise for another four years, 
there is a possibility that legislation 
affecting COs under Selective Service 
may be introduced in the next session of 
Congress. But under the present law 


the draft has been extended for four 
years with no changes affecting COs. 





SOUTH DAKOTA BILL 

WOULD SUPPRESS HUTTERITES 

A bill aimed at curbing the spread of 
the Hutterites—at least those living in 
South Dakota—was recently passed by 
the Senate of the South Dakota legis- 
lature. The bill would outlaw communal 
corporations under which the Hutterite 
colonies are chartered. It would force 
future colonies to organize as religious 
or business corporations, and Hutterite 
leaders say they then could not hold 
their property in common. 

The practice of the Hutterites in split- 
ting up their colonies as each colony gets 
too big, and the resultant need to pur- 
chase land for the new colonies, has 
stirred up a certain amount of resent- 
ment among some neighbors. Thus there 
are frequent attempts to curb them by 
law. The Hutterites presently live in 
about 75 colonies, located primarily in 
South Dakota, but also in Montana and 
Canada. 





SENTENCED 
Albert Stain, a CO from Oregon, was 
sentenced to six months imprisonment on 
April 20 by Judge Claude McColloch for 
refusing to submit for induction in 1951. 


NSBRO Presents Statement 
Of Principles to SSS 


A “Statement of Principles on Rights 
of Conscientious Objectors” was pre- 
sented by the National Service Board for 
Religious Objectors to Selective Service 
recently. The statement, drafted by an 
NSBRO committee and approved by its 
Board of Directors, grew out of a dis- 
cussion between Selective Service offi- 
cials, including General Hershey, and 
the NSBRO Consultative Council on 
March 31. The Consultative Council re- 
ceived the impression that attempts 
would be made to further curtail the 
rights and privileges of conscientious 
objectors following the Gonzales-Sicu- 
rella-Simmons-Witmer Supreme Court 
decisions on March 14, 1955. 


The statement emphasized four spe- 
cific rights of conscientious objectors as 
follows: 

(1) The right of an appealing con- 
acientious objector to a fair hearing at 
which he can have access to all evidence 
which may be used by officials in con- 
sideration of his case, can state his own 
position, present witnesses in his own 
behalf, and submit evidence both in sup- 
port of his claim and in rebuttal to any 
adverse evidence in his cover sheet. 


(2) The right of the conscientious ob- 
jector to be informed of, and to be af- 
forded the opportunity to answer, any 
and all evidence or facts which may 
enter into the consideration of his case 
by officials. 


(3) The right of the conscientious ob- 
jector to adequate judicial review of ad- 
ministrative decisions of the Selective 
Service System in order to guard against 
arbitrary or unjust treatment. The per- 
sonal rights of conscientious objectors 
should be afforded at least as much pro- 
tection through judicial review of admin- 
istrative decisions as the property rights 
of utility and public carrier corporations 
in rate-setting cases. 

(4) The right of all conscientious ob- 
jectors to be recognized. 


CHANGE IN CO 
PROVISIONS PREDICTED 
IN NEXT CONGRESS 


Observers have predicted that there 
may be further attempts to change con- 
scientious-objector provisions of the law 
during the next regular session of Con- 
gress which will convene in January 
1956. As our readers know, Selective 
Service attempted this year to have the 
Senate Armed Services Committee 
“tighten” provisions for conscientious ob- 
jectors, but without success. It is be- 
lieved that these attempts may be 
repeated during the next session of Con- 
gress. Churches, peace groups, and indi- 
viduals interested in the rights and 
privileges of conscientious objectors will 
undoubtedly follow possible developments 
with much interest and concern. 


Naturalisation Form 
Requests CO Data 

The “Application to File Petition for 
Naturalization” (Form N-400, revised 
Nov. 19, 1953) contains at least three 
references to conscientious objection. 
Question 14 is as follows: “If male, did 
you ever register under the United States 
Selective Service laws or draft laws? 
Were you ever exempted from service be- 
cause of ( ) conscientious objection; 
( ) alienage; ( ) other?” 

Question 15: “If you ever served in 
the Armed Forces of the United States, 
state branch; . . . type of separation; 
... reason for separation; ( ) alienage; 
( ) conscientious objections; ( ) other.” 

Question 16: “If the law requires it, 
are you willing (a) to bear arms on be- 
half of the United States? (b) to perform 
noncombatant services in the Armed 
Forces of the U. E.? (c) to perform work 
of national importance under civilian di- 
rection?” 


MCC Revises Job List 
The Mennonite Central Committee has 
recently issued several releases describ- 
ing the work opportunities available for 
alternative service and for voluntary 
service. 
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